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COMMENT/OBJECTION TO THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY
LEAGUES'S PETITION OF SEPTEMBER 23RD, 1997

FOR CHANGES IN THE MORSE CODE EXEMPTION
PROCEDURES FOR SEVERELY HANDICAPPED

APPLICANTS IN THE AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE

I n the Mat tei <of"

Amendments of Section 97
as it relates to proposed
changes i ·11 t. he (,Jd/ MOl ~:;e

Code exemptions for severely
handicapj:Jed d.ppli<>Cinf>:; arE:
Ita )1 d 1e'CJ i n t. he ,'1 1"11 ate i.n"

Radio Servic pulses).

I am WARREN ADRIAN RACHELS and r2S~ at 3224 Taragrove Driv2,

Tampa, Florida 33618-2562, T lop no 813 961 3441. I current hold

C()litinuou~::ll' 11 ens ~3incc! 197(,

I C,bj c0'ct to the (~mer lcan Radio Relay Leagues's September 23rd,

1997, PETITION FOR CHANGES IN THE MORSE CODE EXEMPTION PROCEDURES

FOR SEVEREL.Y fl~l~mrC{"lPP[D APPI. reAf'iT';, 1I'.j THE tCiMATEUR RADIO SERVICE

for t following reasons·

1 Rule 97 509(k) requires special accommodation procedures

are available to handicapped indivi als for all code test elements

at all exam seSSIons. Since May 1997, I have been to four(4) code

per minute to 13 and/or

At none of these examination did the

volunteer exarni ner:co Ild\o' dll)' dll.0i··nati\o'e p'l·ocedui"es.

eX8,rni natioll lIJd tapes via Gar phones. Thf}

exami nati()li~:: ha\/ Ii adrniIIL:.:t , d h>"



•

2. The proposed modifications would fequire a candidate to

attempt a Morse Code test with an>' ,Jnd all liecessary accommi",Jationco:

r;.rior to bieiflJ grtlnt (}xarni. nations I have

<3.ttended had an appl lca nt wa nt,)c: or de:'3i red accommodations tl"le

(6quc:::::ted accornrnodation ol)ld riot r'ld')i?: been provided. Why require

a failure of d test under spcLial accommodations before granting

exernt=:tion ~\Jr'18n Volunto8f [ aminers are unable to provide the

special accommodations if requ ~ted7

The P'I"OPO::;;c,! modifi'ati(,rl W(luld penflit the Volunte<er

E:< am i ncr COO! ,U lia Lon" t»i' ('3qlH:::::::t medical i nfor rna t ion pel" t i nent t c,

an applicant's handicap from t

thi~:; irlfol matic'll on file befol' t

tif in9 physician and to have

application is forwarded to the

FCC for :::,·(,)(ess1 ng.

right and tfvDlqu:i,rement of Uk VEe to evaluate the certifying

}) IIYfi i c i d 1'1 ,j i a g no;: 1:3 ,:1 nd conc 1u i () "I ~':

'_ (;1 L if> i '110 P i\ ). i c i ,J. 1'1 i :3 HI () II 9

t-H,at if the VEC c()nc1.u(Jc~"~ the

incorrect based upon the,

fJ!',y:::;i<: ian '~;; rnedj c,D,1 ~;;t;,"ltelnent" lJI,o I/Jould COY Y,'3ct the eel Lif/i ng

CY Lifying physician is supplying

i n f 0 ( In d t :i 0 rltc, i: 1"1 {: VEC, 1. 9 I ( ": a ,i'C,: I f t VEC is in disagreement

appli ation wIll be held up d

The' \./EC .L ,3 (iot the FCC:t nd

(" p 0 ~,: ~3 i b i 1. :i t)i not pro (: e S ~; e d ,.

II ':;' t have any Y'ea~:onto knol;J

anythi ng mO'r that lr.Jhal: 1::'.: urr,:ldl/ ':::ontained in the certifying

physician's ~tat0rnent. If til r:-r'c Wi~3 ~c; additi()n"d information

thIS fIght of inquiry and

th"," apiJ1.ic nl:

"I iii Liii,! i 0 nL;; g)' a nted to t he FCC b/

4. The pr' c;.r;;,c<;ed mod if; (at ion wou I d 'I" (',qu ire the Vo I u nteer



•
Ex a rn i 1'1ere0 OJ ,:.li nd, t 0 'f t ,) h,,:\ \J C I 1"1 f 0 I Iii a t i co n insu p p 0 r I, f,' 0 rn t hf'

c:ertifying physi(:[an orl file before the application is pY'OCeSS8(J

In additioll I~o til i ,::a:.sons e)<pl din Pc'll agraph 2 abol/e, there i~~:

the ques,tion the security, both internally and externally, of

the appli,;;anL .~:.;: medical infol Ifld i • "ii, Also raised is the que:3tion

of jl,lst hOilJ much IllforiTIatl',)!1 1,..,J(lul,j

the c e r t If> 1 I I SJ r' h;/ c;: i c i a,11 • Bot!. 0 f t,

to be prol/ided the VEe by

questions are open ended,

If thc' FCC vJl~:shes to know th letc:nt and basis of the medIcal

xemption, tf'ldll it not I~II 'v'ce :::i',oul,j maf,,,::; the enquir/, that is,

frorn medical per:3unnel at the FCC tu tile cc;rtifylng I)hy~:)iclari I/JI"lsn

liel/e the certification has been

Improperly granted.

WHEREFORE, based upon the reasons stated, it is requested,that

FOR CHANGES IN THE MORSE CODE EXEMPTION PROCEDURES FOR SEVERELY

HANDICAPPED APPLICANTS IN THE AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE be denIed in

total. th", (,,(tiele upon l;Jhich I bBC,O my

Dated: l.Jeejnes ,/, f\10\/.i"lnbl :?(,th, 1997

l·,JARREt'1 P1DRIj~t~ Rf~ellEL '?" I;]:::)" UQL
3224 Td 'I' d'jl (j'j'.c D'I i \;,c

Tampa, Florida 33618 2e62
T ':c' lop I )011, 81 ----: ') (,1 '34 li 1
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on concluded a r the hearin that

to exercise broad latitude in administering
CW exams to accommodate handicapped
applicants. Instead, the League observed
in its filing, there is "a tendency for appli­
cants to seek exemptions instead" of
accommodations.

As of press time, this petition had not
been given a rulemaking (RM) number.

FC ADMINISTRA VE LAW JU
RE FIRMS KV4F DECISION

FCC adminis ative law jud has
rmed his decis n to not ren the
tor and station censes of Her rt L.
nbohm, KV4F of Kingshill, rgin
s, but the saga ontinues. Ear last
FCC Admini rative Law dge
d Luton determ ed the Comm sion

not renew hoenbohm's am
but Schoenbo filed excep ons.
C remanded t case to Luto His

mental initial d ision Septem r 30
ed additional ndings of fa and
ed his earlier cision.

oenbohm's atto ey said he pI
xceptions to th udge' s most r
n. If that is uns cessful, he sti
ial appeal (US rcuit Court 0

District of Col bia) availa
the meantime Schoenbohm

e to operate.
te 1992, Schoe ohm, now 57
uilty in US Di ict Court of
terfeit access d ice" to make
e telephone cal . While his i
tion did not s cifically in
g FCC regulat ns, Schoen
lIy ran directly foul of the
, which said hi onviction "i

o evaluating th ikelihood th
mply" with th FCC's Am eur
ules.
arly 1994, the C designat his
tion to renew hi am radio Ii nse

earing, but exte ed the expi tion
the license until e matter co d be
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call signs in this group have been issued in this district.
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ROBER M. MOF IS, W2LV t3K
Inven r, resea ~er and ra o pio-

neerBob orris, W LV,ofSpa a, New
Jersey, d d Octot r 15. He as 95.
Morris w first I t"nsed in 22 as
2CQZ.He ecame V(IaterW ~V)in

the late I( Os. Earl in his am2 ur ca-
reer,Morr '2CQZ ~nningasI rkgap
transmitte was a ong the ations
heard in G at Britai andinEur edur-
ing the A RL's ird Trans lantic
Tests (see 2ST, Ff 1923). I later
worked wi Edwin . Armstr g, the
man credit with i enting F1I

A notee i>roadca ng histOl nand
storyteller, !Morris IPpeared Ken
Burns' PB~ ocume ary Empi ofthe
Air-theM whoM -Ie Radio. ewas
a member e the AR L for 75 ars, a
founding m [Ilber of e Antiqu Wire-
less Associ on and fthe Ne~ ersey
DX Associ on, an membe pf the
Sussex Cou y Ama IIr Radio ub.

SurvivOl nelude s wife. I rothy,
a son and d ghter, d severa ~rand-

children an great-g ndchildr . The
family has ked tha onations ~ Bob
Morris' me pry be II: ~e to the ptique
Wireless As ciation, o Dexter eeley,
Treasurer, Briar C Roches , NY
14618.-th~ ks to D~ McKay, tJTTP

The CW waiver system has been in ef­
fect for seven years. The League says that
experience has shown that many applicants
without severe handicaps "have abused the
process" by obtaining physicians' certifi­
cations of inability to pass the telegraphy
examination. At present, 8% of those ap­
plying through the ARRL-VEC have re­
quested a medical exemption from the
higher-speed code requirement. Another
large VEC reports similar experience.

FCC rules requires volunteer examiners

d by por under Flo a's "scan­
w earlie his year. 0 rn was in-
in a mi r accident t May and

uently ed by poli in Davie,
a, allege for breakin state law by
g radios i his car capa e of receiv­
lice fre ncies. Alth gh the law
ically ex pts hams, avie police
nded Os rn's equip nt anyway
se he c Id not prod e his ham

lost d 'ng a recent ove. Even
sborn s wed Davie lice a copy
license, thorities re ed to drop
arges or return his ra os. Osborn
earned t t police mig have tam­
with his e ipment, pos bly damag­
and voidi warranties.
exander Kaplan, 4QBU, of
Raton-a ARRL Vol teer Coun­
epresente Osborn. Joh ennessee,
, of the A RL Regulat Informa­
ranch, su lied inform on on fed-
reemption
ward Co ty Court Jud J. Steven

Shu r dismiss the case d missed in
Aug t. Shutter id the state I does not
requ e hams to ve their lice es in their
poss sion, as 10 I police had serted. He
also 'ted federa re-emption prosecu­
tion hams und state and loc laws that
mak it illegal t ossess scan ng radios
cap Ie of receiv g public safe or emer­
gen frequencie Florida's la ans such
scan rs in vehic s and in retail ores, but
not i homes.

Sutter ordere Davie police 0 return
Osb n's radio e ipment and t provide
an a idavit speci ing "who, wh ,when,
whe and how ttl radios were amined
and hat was do to them." 0 orn has
si radios.

e has asked the FCC to change
the way Morse code exam exemptions for
severely handicapped applicants are
handled. The League wants to change the
procedural requirements in Part 97 that must
be met, prior to granting examination credit.

Under the League's proposed changes, a
candidate at least would have to attempt the
CW test-with any and all necessary accom­
modations-before being granted an exam
waiver based on a physician's certification.
Also, Volunteer Examiner Coordinators
(VECs) would be entitled to request medical
information pertinent to an applicant's
handicap from the certifying physician.
VECs also would be required to have this
information on file before the application is
forwarded to the FCC for processing.

In its petition filed September 23, the
League said the two "rather minor changes"
are needed to restrict the waiver process to
use by severely handicapped individuals
"for whom the process was intended in the
first place and who deserve the substantive
accommodation." The League also said the
changes would "stem abuses" of the waiver
system without putting unreasonable bur­
dens on examinees.
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